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How to Win

Call ‘Ron’: Win by taking another player’s
discard - they pay you

Call “Tsumo’: Win by drawing the winning
tile yourself - all players pay you

If you called ‘Riichi’ and you won, then you
also get to reveal the uradora (the tile
underneath the dora tile) for an extra bonus.

Tenbou (Point Sticks)

Each player typically starts with 25,000
(casual) or 30,000 (tournament) points.
1x 10000, 2x 5000, 4x 1000, 10x 100

100 ( s )
1000 (° ° )
5000 ( R )
10000 (_ 2@ )

This is a very simplified guide. Consult the rules for full
yaku, intermediate to advanced play, and scoring. Yes, it
really goes E, S, W, N.
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Key Rules

Each player draws (or calls) 1 tile then
discards 1 tile each turn unless the new tile
completes their winning hand.

Your discarded tiles go face-up in front of
you, 6 tiles per row.

You need at least 1 yaku to win (dora alone
doesn't count).

Furiten: If the tile you are waiting on to win
your hand is already in your discard pile then
you must self-draw to win (you cannot call
another player’s discard).

Dead wall: The last 7 stacks (or 14 tiles) are
never drawn (except for kan replacements),
so hands can end in a draw.

Tenpai: A ready hand needing one final tile.
When a round ends in exhaustive draw, if
you are tenpai you still score some points.

Scoring: It can take many games to learn
how to score winning hands; be patient and
seek help from experienced players.

Points are calculated based on han (yaku +
dora) and fu (hand composition).
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Roll dice to determine which wall splits for
dead wall. Count stacks from right end.
Picking starting tiles from the wall goes

clockwise. Play turns go counter-clockwise.

West
37+11
2= oL
O ® U Ts
p ¢ 9
=) Dealer N
1-5-9
East

moonpost mahjong merch:
https://moonpost.com/mahjong
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The Pocket Zine for
Riichi Mahjong

Maybe you’ve heard about it in an
article or saw it played in a movie or an
anime. It’s kind of like gin rummy and
poker but with tiles instead of cards.
Four players compete to create
winning hands, using both luck and
strategy. It's the Japanese version of
mahjong and is a bit different from the
Chinese or American game you might
have seen before. Any mahjong set
could work for playing Riichi as it uses
the 136 basic tiles (but often includes
special all-red 5 tiles).
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